Endoscopic Retrograde Cholangiopancreatography-Guided Ablation for Cholangiocarcinoma.
Most patients with perihilar cholangiocarcinoma present with surgically unresectable disease owing to the insidious nature of this malignancy. Relief of malignant perihilar biliary obstruction is a key aspect of cholangiocarcinoma. Although palliative stenting using uncovered metal stents has been advocated in patients with unresectable malignant perihilar biliary strictures, several endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography-guided ablative modalities have emerged. Palliative photodynamic therapy, radiofrequency ablation, and intraluminal brachytherapy have been associated with improved stent patency and survival, although the ideal treatment approach remains unclear. This article reviews the published evidence for using each of these endobiliary ablative modalities in this difficult-to-treat patient population.